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A Treatise on Fractures and Dislocations. By Lewis A. 
Stimson, B.A., M.D., Professor of Surgery in Cornell Uni¬ 
versity Medical College, New York. New (5th) edition, 
thoroughly revised. Octavo, 847 pages, with 352 engravings 
and 52 plates. Lea Brothers & Co., Philadelphia and New 
York, 1907. 

This treatise, which is now in its fifth edition, has been 
repeatedly reviewed in the Annals of Surgery, and it is not 
necessary to mention again at length the character of the work. 
It is not the work of a novice for Professor Stimson has been 
devoting himself to the study of fractures and dislocations for 
many years, and has gained much experience in the Hudson 
Street Hospital where the traumatic cases practically include all 
of the various forms of injury which are described in the treatise. 
Since the Rontgen rays have been introduced and have afforded 
a more exact method of studying these lesions than was formerly 
possible, it has been demonstrated that many fractures which 
seemed to be satisfactorily reduced and adjusted arc, in fact, in 
very poor position, although the functional result is perfect. 
Although the medical practitioner is loth to assume the responsi¬ 
bility of a complicated fracture, those who are situated far from 
the great centres must assume this responsibility however limited 
may be their experience; to these men, especially, the book of 
Professor Stimson appeals. 

A Text-Book of Minor Surgery. By Edward Milton Foote, 
A.M., M.D., Instructor in Surgery, College of Physicians 
and Surgeons, Columbia; Lecturer on Surgery, New York 
Polyclinic Medical School. 407 illustrations; pp. 713. 
D. Appleton & Co., New York and London. 1908. 

The author in this present work has given to surgical litera¬ 
ture a contribution which is notable for its completeness and for 
the omission of any procedures belonging to major surgery. 
The book covers those conditions whose description and treat¬ 
ment rarely find sufficient elucidation in Manuals of General 
Surgery. In reading Dr. Foote’s work, one can well imagine a 
morning spent in a large public clinic such as that of the Vander¬ 
bilt or Bellevue. 

The author has had a vast experience, indeed, from which 
to draw information. His teaching he has set forth in a clear, 
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terse manner, the text being illustrated by frequent apt and 
instructive cuts—certainly a relief is experienced on noting their 
originality. To the young physician who has not had the advan¬ 
tages of a hospital or clinical training, the book will be of special 
value. 

The subject matter is classified regionally into seven sections; 
affections of the head, neck, trunk, genito-urinary organs, anus 
and rectum, arm and hand, and the leg and foot. In each section 
a general schematic arrangement is carried out; thus, for affec¬ 
tions of the trunk, lie discusses in order, traumatisms, including 
contusions, wounds, sprains, fractures, dislocations, acute inflam¬ 
mations, chronic inflammations; neoplasms, including cystic 
tumors, solid benign tumors of trunk, solid tumors of breast, 
malignant tumors of trunk, and deformities acquired and con¬ 
genital. This outline is, of course, varied in other regions of 
the body where special affections, such as foreign bodies, burns, 
amputations, etc., may occur, but all parts are treated fully, 
concisely and exhaustively. 

The book concludes with a section devoted to Minor Surgi¬ 
cal Technique, considered in three chapters, namely: Operative 
Technique, divided into conditions of operation, treatment of 
the wound, and some typical operations; the Roller Bandage, 
sub-divided regionally into general considerations, bandages of 
head, neck and axilla, alone and in combination, trunk, upper 
extremity and lower extremity; Surgical Dressings, taking up the 
questions of textile materials, ligatures and sutures, drains, splints 
and gypsum applications. 

Dr. Foote’s hook is a welcome and valuable contribution to 
the field of minor surgery, a field which in recent years has been 
somewhat neglected owing to the wonderful strides made in 
major surgery. 



